
S
O YOU HAVE DECIDED to study
astrology.† Welcome. You are starting a
journey toward self-understanding as
well as gaining the ability to understand
how the other fellow operates. Truly it

is a spiritual science. It involves the relationship
between the larger universe outside you and the
personal universe within. The same energies that
function in your personal universe function in the
larger one ‘out there.’ The blueprint we call the
horoscope, or the birthchart, plots the energies that
flow in your magnetic field. At the moment of
birth you took into your body, with the first breath,
the vibrations manifested on that day and time at
that particular spot on earth. This basic pattern
goes with you throughout life.

The birthchart shows our potentials and tenden-
cies. One of our astrological teachers once said:
“Man is not what he is because he was born when
he was. He was born when he was because he was
potentially what he is.” It is not because you were
born at a certain place or time that you react to
influences, but the influences of that moment and
that place in space show your potentials that can be
actualized in the future. Fate is earmarked in ten-
dencies, not in facts. All anyone can see in a
birthchart are tendencies that will become facts if
one does not do something to alter them. None of
us comes unbound into this livingness. We do not
start here, and we do not finish our livingness here.
Life is eternal. If we have it in front of us, is it not
logical to believe we may have it behind us too? It
is as though we have a built-in bookkeeping sys-

tem. We have debits, and we have credits. Some of
us come into this life with a great deal of capital in
our spiritual bank books. This is earned income from
a past life. Others come in with a depleted bank
account. This is the difference between an easy life
pattern and a difficult one. However, there is nothing
to stop us from using up our capital and becoming
bankrupt, or going to work to make up the deficit
so we will have a surplus with which to function.

The horoscope is a blueprint of our character.
Character IS destiny. There is nothing static in this
universe in which we dwell. We can change by
changing our attitudes and patterns of behavior. In
so doing, we change our destiny. Yes, the blueprint
or birthchart shows your character and your per-
sonality pattern—your human nature, but you are
spirit too. The stars impel but do not compel. An
understanding of planetary influences allows you
to take your life into your own hands and intelli-
gently utilize the planetary influences that will
help you in your evolution, if you but will.   

Astrology deals with symbols. The signs of the
zodiac are symbols of great and potent forces. The
physical planets are but the outer forms through
which soul energies manifest. It is these energies
that affect us, not the physical planets. When you
meet a person, you are not affected by his physical
body. Yet you respond to his character and person-
ality to your benefit or detriment. So it is with
planetary energies.    

Let us consider your horoscope to be a roadmap.
It shows the conditions you are going to meet in
life. Some of the roads on which you will travel
will be smooth and easy if you have built them
well in a past that your personality does not
remember. Some of the roads will be in poor
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condition and need repair. If you repair
them and put them into good condition,
your vehicle will not break down and cause
you difficulties and delays.    

Always the idea of rebirth raises the
question: “If I have lived before why do I
not remember and know?” Your personali-
ty is new but not the soul. The soul is the
unit of evolution. The personality is the unit
of incarnation. When you become con-
scious of who you truly are—a soul using a
personality through which to function—
you will remember.    

Another thought worth pondering is this
one. “How much do I consciously remem-
ber of what I have lived in this lifetime?”
As you will learn later in your study of
astrology, the knowledge is in your subcon-
scious self. Your subconscious self has hid-
den in it the sum total of all your experi-
ences to date. You will find as you study
that you will be developing your intuition-
al facilities for you are dealing with power-
ful energies that will aid in your spiritual
on-going. How much you get out of this
study depends on how much you put into it.
It is security invested in your spiritual
bankbook upon which you can draw in any
crisis or experience where understanding is
needed. If you have not studied for a long
time the study of astrology will be a means of
removing the rust from your brain, not only in one
area but others as well. New pathways or grooves
in the brain are made with every new study you
take up. There is an actual expansion of dormant
brain cells when you make new pathways of com-
prehension in your gray matter. 

The first part of astrological study involves the
use of your memory. The signs and the planets that
rule them must be memorized, though I would like
to add the word visualized. Dwelling on the sym-
bols, pondering, their meanings, meditating on
these energies, will bring you in contact with the
power behind the symbols. Remember: any knowl-
edge gained through outer study takes you as far as
your conscious mind. There is a Superconscious
Mind beyond that area where you can gain direct

knowledge from the source of your Being. That
part of you already IS Understanding—IS Wisdom
—IS Knowledge NOW. Astrology is one of the
means of knowing that SELF. So let’s be on our
way.  Godspeed. 

The Art of Interpretation
The art of interpretation—and it is an art—

depends on the ability of the student to get a men-
tal grasp of the nature of the energies involved as
well as an intuitive feeling of their meaning. Those
who meditate on the symbols can pierce through
the symbol to the energy or actuality that the sym-
bol represents. The astrologer must be able to have
some idea of where the client stands on the path of
evolution in delineating the birthchart and counsel
him at that level. If the individual is involving
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himself in matter and building a personality, he
will be very different from the one who is evolving
out of the personality and building a soul.    

When most of the planets are in the first six signs
and the higher octave planets are not angular or con-
figurated with Sun, Moon or Mercury, the person is
involving himself with the world of appearance and
the personality. When the last six signs have many
planets in them and the higher octave planets are
prominent, the soul is more advanced and the per-
son will be evolving out of personality orientation.
His life, though more difficult, will be more effec-
tive. This planet is a school and the different grades
are different stages in growth and development. The
life of the kindergartner and those in the early
grades of school are comparatively uncomplicated.
In the higher grades studies are harder and more
work must be done and more tests taken. 

The stronger the soul the more squares and
oppositions in the chart. It takes great strength to
meet the bigger challenges of life. There is no
affliction in the chart that cannot be changed and
unredeemed. It starts with a change of attitude or
consciousness. The world outside is the world of
manifestation; not the world of creation. Everything
is created inwardly and then projected into the
world of manifestation. If this cosmic law was
fully realized, the key to the secret of this universe
could be used in the outer world. Change your atti-
tude, release the tension and allow the true nature
of the planets (energies) to work, seeking to be but
a channel through whom the energies can flow.
You then can flow with the rhythm of life and
know the true meaning of joy.

The astrological pattern is meant to be a guide to
show how the tides are flowing at any particular
time. The wise person uses these tides and makes
allowances for them. He cannot escape their influ-
ences but he can use them and does not allow them
to influence him negatively. Each birthchart marks
a step in the evolution of the soul and represents
the character of the Self in the body and shows the
environmental conditions necessary for the next
step forward in consciousness. He can dillydally if
he chooses. He can pass by or pass up his opportu-
nities; then he fails to pass his grades and is held
back to do that grade over again until he is able to

go on to the next grade. The choice is his. God is
patient. God is also pressure and pressure is the
inexorable force that cannot be evaded except for a
certain length of time.    

The planets are symbols that convey eternal
truths to those ready to receive them. They have
preserved the Cosmic law since the beginning of
time. As far back as there is any planetary history
the symbols have been found.

For centuries astrology fell into disrepute
because, like so many things on earth, it fell into
the wrong hands and was used as fortunetelling
and was exploited by those seeking to gain through
it instead of seeking to give through it. The Light
was withdrawn and the inner truths behind it were
not given to the profane. With the dawning of the
Aquarian Age there are those who have come to
earth to restore astrology as a sacred science.
Many there are who are doing this work, and many
there will be who will do it. Many there are who
may use it for their own ends and deride those who
work to raise the level of consciousness of those
who seek understanding. Ever it has been and ever
it will be for this is a world of duality and “choose
ye this day whom ye will serve” is as true today as
it was 2,000 years ago.    

It is particularly important in astrological
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SATURN, ANGEL OF DISCIPLINE

In the deep darkness of grief and pain,
I found the angel of Light again.

She wore no lovely garment of white
But was garbed in robes as deep as night.

I saw in her arms no flower fair,
Instead, a crucifix nestled there.  

She didn’t walk with joyous tread
Or offer me relief from dread.

But I felt her peace and her quiet power
And knew in that night of awe-filled hour

She was the angel of Eternal Dawn.
Lifting her hood I saw her face 

And knew the glory that hid her grace.
From earth blinded eyes too dim to see

That only through her, could we ever go free!  

—Isabel M. Hickey 



counseling to study the chart well before talking
about it. If the chart has mutable signs on the
angles the individual will remember every nega-
tive comment and forget every positive statement.
He is a worrier and full of fear. In every diagnosis
of the afflictions give an antidote that will clear up
the conflict. No physician diagnoses a disease
without giving the remedy that can cure it. If the
person is emotionally oriented it is through his
feelings he can be helped. If he is intellectually ori-
ented he can be reached through reason. If he is
strongly materialistic he will be the one who will
say “I’m not interested in anything except
finances” and “what I’m going to get out of this or
that situation.” Then it’s up to the astrologer to
talk, first about finances, and then (lovingly) show
the individual how what happens to him outward-
ly cannot be detached from the person he is on the
inside. The body cannot be detached from the per-
son living in it and have any life power or energy. 

The truly inspired astrologer is the one who is
oriented spiritually and really cares about every

individual that comes, whether they come out of
curiosity or a real need. Unless the astrologer has
become soul-oriented, how can he help another
soul? Unless the astrologer has known pain, suf-
fering and loneliness, how can he help someone
who is suffering? Pain is the breaking of the shell
of selfishness and only through pain (not around it)
can one feel the pain of others and be able to say in
great love “I know.” 

The true astrologer will be a healing agent and
will know he is only the channel through which the
Power flows. Then, added to his knowledge gained
through study, will come that plus factor that is not
of this dimension but comes through from the
Love that eternally sustains the universe. Come to
your study of astrology in reverence for the won-
der of life and a desire to understand yourself and
change what is manifesting negatively in yourself.
Then you can help others and your service to them
will be appraised and based on loving understand-
ing. When you know Love and Joy it can be trans-
mitted through you to others. p
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