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The Ego after death gradually ascends through the various
spiritual realms to the Third Heaven, and at the time of rebirth it
gradually descends through the Region of Concrete Thought, the
Desire World, and the ether to the physical plane. The writer feels
certain that none of his acquaintances have ever mounted to the
higher parts of the Desire World or the Region of Concrete
Thought without first passing through the ether and the lower
Desire World strata, namely the purgatorial region.

Purgatory occupies the three lower regions of the Desire World.
The First Heaven is in the three upper regions. The central Region
is a sort of borderland—neither heaven nor hell.

The mission of Purgatory is to eradicate the injurious habits by
making their gratification impossible. The individual suffers exactly
as he has made others suffer through his dishonesty, cruelty,
intolerance, or what not. Because of this suffering he learns to act
kindly, honestly, and with forbearance toward others in future.

The law we are now considering is called the Law of Consequence.
In the Desire World it operates in purging man of the baser desires
and the correction of the weaknesses and vices which hinder his
progress, by making him suffer in the manner best adapted to that
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